MANUFACTURING

Minda Industries Ltd’s new plant at Pantnagar, which makes switches and horns,
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hatterypower

isnow gearing up to supply batteries to Yamaha and Honda, reveals P Tharyan.

here is a lot happening at Pantnagar
in Uttarakhand, which a host of auto-
motive manufacturers have made

Vivek Jindal: "Our
valve-regulated lead
acid (VRLA) batteries

are basically a fit-and- their homestay. Like Minda Industries
forget type that do not Ltd which manufactures aulomaotive
need topping up. We maintenance-free batteries, which are expected

hope to export them." (o power motorcycles manufactured by lead-
ing global motorcycle malkers like Yamaha and
Honda. Currently, Minda supplies these batteries
to Bajaj Auto’s Pantnagar facility. The company
has also received a Letter of Intent (LOT) from
Maruti Suzuki and Tata Motors to supply batter-
ies for cars and the Ace respectively.

“Both Yamaha and Honda have approached
us for the new bikes they plan to launch here in
India and overseas. For both of them, approval
for any source has to come from Japan. Once
approved as a source for good quality batteries,
there is no restriction where you can supply. Thev
are looking for global sources, and not just for
India market alone,” says Vivek Jindal, executive
director, Minda Industries Lud (Battery Division).

Minda has reason to be confident. Its collabo-
rator Fiamm S.p.A. is the Italy-based world leader
in automotive horns and an OEM supplier to all
major car manufacturers worldwide. It also sup-
plies batteries to the likes of Ferrari and Ducati
in Italy.

“Itis their technology we are riding on. We
have capabilities of making batteries for super-
bikes, for Formula 1 cars and also for high-pow-

: ered vehicles," affirms Jindal.

Representatives of both Japanese majors have
visited Minda Industries’ Pantnagar plant thrice.
“We made several technical presentations to
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